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For up to date information and copies of all letters sent home, please view the school 
website at www.harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 

 

On Wednesday 4th March classes visited the space dome at the village hall. Whilst inside they experienced lessons 
about our solar system and the constellations we can see from Earth. A light show was projected onto the inside of the 
dome, to show some of the wonders of the universe in stunning detail. Hopefully, your children told you all about this 
amazing opportunity when they got home. Thank you for your financial contributions, without which this would not have 
been possible.  

Rowan and Olly have used their creative writing skills to report on their experience of the space dome (see below). 

Space Dome Report By Rowan and Olly 
A long, long time ago in Harrowbarrow Village Hall, in a galaxy far, far away from Metherell, two men came in with a big 
grey dome to educate us about space.  First, they explained about different planets like the rock planets and then they 
moved further and further away into the universe.  Did you know that the planet closest to the sun is Mercury, although 
it is not the hottest planet?  Did you know that the next planet is Venus?  You would not want to go there on holiday as 
the pressure of the air would suffocate you and it rains acid.  You would be like soup by the time you came out;  so se-
riously, do not go there.  We also looked at some of the constellations at dusk, night and dawn.  We listened to some of 
the stories that the Ancient Greeks told about the constellations.  Although all the stars look like they are moving 
through the night sky, only we are moving.  There is only one that does not look like it is moving – Polaris or the North-
ern Star.  

PE Kit 
We realise, with all the after school sports clubs, that PE kits often go home following the session. Unfortunately, this 
means that children don’t always have their kit in school for lessons the following day, unless they have brought them 
back. We politely request that PE kits come back into school  the following day, so that children have them for their PE 
lessons; this week a third of children in one class didn’t have their PE kit for the lesson. Thank you. 



 

Dates for your diary 
9.3.20 - Dressing up for World Book Day  
10.3.20 - Songfest concert in Launceston 

10.3.20 - Home football match against Millbrook 
11.3.20 - Away football match at St. Germans 

12.3.20 - KS1 multi-skills event at Callington College (details to follow) 
13.3.20 - Landrake cross country run 

 

Coronavirus Information By Andrew Hunt 
With the recent increase in cases of Covid-19 in the UK, the school is receiving regularly updated guidance 
from the Department for Education. At this stage, the advice focusses on practising good hygiene but we will 
update parents should circumstances change. We have been advised that, to most people, the virus will have 
minimal impact as they will simple feel a little unwell. However, it poses a greater risk to those with underlying 
medical conditions, respiratory problems and the elderly. For further information there are daily updates at 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus or you can contact the Department for Education Coronavirus Helpline: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 
Decisions about school trips and visits, including the Year 6 residential to France in June, will only be made 
following advice sought from the Foreign Office, Department for Education and Cornwall Council. If anyone 
has a concern, I would urge you to contact the Department for Education or come and speak to me. 

NHS advice: 
 Thoroughly wash hands 
more regularly, for at least 20 sec-
onds, using soap and water. This 
should be done before eating and 
drinking and after being in public 
places. Taps should be turned off 
with a tissue or paper towel. 
 Catch sneezes in disposable 
handkerchiefs and bin. Wash 
hands afterwards. If no handker-
chief is available, sneeze into the 
crook of your sleeve. 
 Avoid touching your face 
with your hands, especially near 
your mouth. 

 Avoid close contact with people who are unwell. 
 If you, or someone in your family, is unwell, do not go to a hospital or GP surgery, but ring 111. 
 
In school, the children are being reminded to adhere to the advice above regarding sneezing, handwashing 
and touching their faces. 

Positive Behaviour Work By Sarah Reid 
 
Thank you to those parents and carers that took part in the recent survey about views on behaviour and children’s atti-
tudes to work. 
The outcomes were overwhelmingly positive, with, for example, 86% of respondents feeling that their children are happy 
at school, and 92% of those who responded saying that their children feel safe at school. 82% said that their children 
can concentrate and work hard at school, and 100% said that they support their children to behave well at school. The 
responses collected from these questionnaires, along with surveys carried out in classes with pupils and with all staff at 
Harrowbarrow, are helping in the review of the behaviour policy. 
Part of this process is ensuring that everyone at school is aware of our rules for behaviour and that there are clear and 
shared expectations of what is or is not acceptable. Therefore, we are limiting the rules for the whole school to just 3: Be 
ready, be respectful, be safe. All our expectations, such as listening when others are speaking, walking along corridors 
and kindness to others, fit within these three rules. 
We will be spending more time, such as in assemblies and Personal , Social, Health Education  lessons, discussing ex-
pectations with your children. You may also see positive notes come home, when a pupil has met and even exceeded 
all our expectations, and the ‘secret student’ note, which your children should be able to give you more information 
about. 
As a school, we try to ensure we follow a positive and consistent approach to managing and supporting children in their 
behaviour in order to bring about the best possible education for all. To this end, our new behaviour policy will soon be 
published on the school website; we will let you know when this is available for you to view. 


