
Meet the teacher information 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Here is some information that I would have shared with you at our ‘meet the 

teacher’ session. Unfortunately due to current circumstances we are unable to 

hold these sessions face to face, so I hope this information helps. Please feel 

free to contact me on ecanning@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk if you have any 

questions. 

 

Water Bottles 

Please can you make sure your child has a named water bottle in school daily. 

 

PE 

Your child will be doing PE on Wednesday and Thursday. Wednesday will be 

games in the playground but on Thursday they will need to come to school 

dressed in their PE kits. Our school PE kit is blue shorts/tracksuit bottoms and 

a plain white T-shirt. 

 

Book Bags 

Please can your child bring their book bags in daily. At the moment books will be 

sent home on Friday for the week. These books are for you to read with the 

children until we have assessed and have all the children on our new Read, 

Write, Inc books.  

These will then be changed every 3 or 5 days depending on the group your child 

is allocated to. 

 

Homework 

The children need to make sure they read their books when they are allocated a 

new RWI book 3 or 5 times a week depending on the level of book they have.  

It has been very difficult to set the children homework due to our current 

circumstances and trying to have less books/paper going between homes and 

school. I have decided to set the children spelling weekly to work on at home. 

These will be loaded onto our class website page and I would be grateful if you 

could practise these at home with your children. I am going to start the 

children on the expected spellings for each of their year groups. I am aware 

some of the words may be easy for some of the children so as an extra 

challenge they can try to use these words to write some sentences. 

Please keep practising these words until your children are secure with the 

spellings.  

 

Here are some ideas of how you could practise these spellings at home: 
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 Look at the words, cover the words, write the words and then check if 

they have spelt them correctly. 

 Write the letters on small pieces of paper, for the children to rearrange 

to make the words. 

 Create rhymes to help the children remember tricky words e.g because - 

big Elephants can always understand small Elephants. 

 Rainbow spellings, write the words in as many different colours as they 

can. 

 Draw a shape or picture and fill the picture with as many of the words as 

you can. 

 Create snap cards using the spelling to play at home. 

 If you have a tablet or ipad there is a great app called scribbaloo paint 

that can be used to write the spellings. 

 

I will do a spelling test with the children every Monday using the words they 

have been set for the week.  

 

In Class 2, we normally send home number bonds to be practised at home. I will 

be uploading all of the number bonds sheets on to our class website page so you 

can practise your childs number bonds at home. I will send you all a text or a 

private message to let you know what number bonds your child is working on. We 

will also continue to work on these in class and will be testing the children every 

Wednesday so they can move onto the next set of number bonds if they are 

secure. If your child moves on to a different number I will let you know via a 

text. 

 

Secret Student 

Every day in Class 2 we select a child to be our secret student. Myself and the 

TA’s in Class 2 watch this child very closely to make sure that they are following 

our school rules and working hard throughout the day. If the secret student has 

worked hard and followed all of our school rules we will send them home with a 

note. The children are unaware who we are watching and are very excited at the 

end of the day to find out who the secret student was. 

 

Prize draw 

We have a special prize draw in Class 2. If your child has done something 

positive: worked hard, being a kind friend, helping in class etc their name will be 

placed into our prize draw. Names will be pulled out at the end of the week and 

these children will receive a small prize. I will be sending text messages daily if 

your child has been put into our prize draw so you can praise them at home for 

their efforts.  

 

 



Outdoor Learning 

We are very lucky this year to be developing our outdoor learning space, we will 

be doing lots of outdoor learning activities on Monday and Tuesday. Please can 

you send in some waterproof clothing and wellington boots for your child that 

can be left in school. These will be used when it rains, as we will still continue to 

go outside in all weather. 

 

Phonics Screening Check 

This year if your child is in Year 1 they will be taking the Phonics screening 

check in June. This consists of 40 words that contain all of the sounds your 

child will be learning this year. It is important that you continue to read daily at 

home so your children are exposed to all of these sounds on a regular basis. We 

are unaware of the passing threshold until they have completed the screening 

check but it is likely to be around 32 words read correctly to pass.  

 

If your child is in Year 2, they were unable to take the phonics screening check 

last year due to Covid 19, they will be taking the test by the end of the Autumn 

term.  

 

End of year expectations 

Please see the end of year expectations that I have added to our Class website 

page. This will give you some indication of what your children will be learning and 

what they are expected to know at different stages throughout the year.  

 

If you have any questions or queries about any of the above or anything else 

regarding this academic year, please feel free to email me. 

 

Kind Regards  

Mrs Kalarus  

 

 

 
 


