
 

Thursday 17th 
December 2020 

For up to date information and copies of all letters sent home, please view the school 
website at www.harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 

From staff at Harrowbarrow School, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Thanks to the efforts of Tom Ottewell Taylor, Rachel Lane and parent Paul Caboche, the children have been 
able to share their version of the nativity with you this year. Despite the imposition of Covid restrictions, 
Rachel taught each class to sing a carol in the open air, which was professionally recorded by Paul. Tom ed-
ited all the audio and artwork into the video we hope you have all been able to enjoy with your families. 
A virtual visit from Santa on Wednesday kept the old fella safe from Covid so that he can still pay his annual 
visit on Christmas Eve. Children were presented with a gift, which we hope they will enjoy over the holiday 
period. On the same day our catering team pulled out all the stops to provide Christmas dinners throughout 
the school. 
Today, the children are celebrating the end of term with party food and games. 
2020 has been an extraordinary year for all of us. There is still so much uncertainty about the future but 
there is optimism that 2021 will herald some return to normality. In the meantime, whilst we await the roll 
out of vaccines we will continue with our protective measures in January; for now, nothing changes. We 
hope that all our families are able to make the most of the Christmas period but however you choose to 
spend it, please keep yourselves and those around you safe. We look forward to seeing you again in 2021, 
when school will start on Tuesday 5th January.   



 

Sending Christmas Cheer! 
During an ordinary year, some of our children would have sung carols to the local luncheon club at their 
Christmas meal. Due to Covid restrictions this event was cancelled. Instead, junior children made Christ-
mas cards with festive greetings, which were sent to some of the club members. Many of this community 
are elderly and live alone; we have already had a phone call from one lady to say how much she appreciat-
ed the thought. 
In addition, we sent cards to care homes with the children’s fondest Christmas memories recorded inside. 
This complemented a community project, organised by Tesco, which aims to trigger festive memories in 
dementia sufferers. 

Stunning Writing 
Based on the book Revolver, by Marcus Sedgwick, Matilda in Year 5 has written this excellent piece: 
Even before she had climbed down the ladder, the sky suddenly turned grey flooding the sky like ink.  It start-
ed to rain.  The wet rain numbed her nose and her cheeks were bright pink.  Her leggings were as wet as the 
sand below her feet.  She stepped on prickly seaweed and each time she flinched.  The seawater splashed in 
her eyes making it hard for her to see. 
Heading out towards the dog house, she noticed the leashes hanging up on the wooden hooks.  She ex-
pected the beach to look different, marked by her sister’s disappearance, but it looked like any other regular 
day.   
Looking at the beach reminded Savannah of the days when she used to have sand castle competitions with 
her little sister Coco.  She remembered the waves washing over their feet and Coco screeching with free-
dom.  The memories came flooding back and she remembered Coco picking the smooth white shells for Sa-
vannah to make into a necklace. 
But it wasn’t just good memories that she thought of, looking at the sand brought her back inevitably to the 
thought of the truck driving away making tracks in the sand and her sprinting after it. 
Why was it that her little sister Coco – a feisty little girl – would be taken away for nothing?  Had she done 
anything wrong?  But as this question had been stuck in her head for a year now and she still couldn’t figure 
it out, she shook her head and waltzed back inside. 

2020 Nativity Storytelling 
By now we expect you will have viewed the Nativity but, for 
those who haven’t, this is the Dropbox link: 

www.dropbox.com/s/z1tjg95u4fk0i5q/Harrowbarrow%
20Nativity%202020.mp4?dl=0 

If you experience any difficulties viewing this, please contact the 
school for assistance. 
 



 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to the winners of the PSA colouring competition, who each receive a chocolate prize kindly 
donated by Tesco: 

Class 1: Bonnie 
Class 2: Josh V 
Class 3: Ellie 

Class 4: Matilda 
Parent: Laura 

Thank you to all those who entered. The standard was very high and we were overwhelmed by the re-
sponse. Almost 30 parents and carers joined in too, which suggests grown up colouring books might make 
good Christmas gifts this year! 

Spring term catch-up provision 
Schools have received some additional funding to facilitate catch-up provision. The impact of school clo-
sures during the summer term and reduced access to school-based learning has created some gaps in chil-
dren’s learning. Now that our children have been back at school for a term, we have been able to identify 
some of those gaps and the provision required to close them. From the start of next term, local supply 
teacher Colleen Metters will be working with children from both Class 3 and 4 to deliver some of our catch-
up interventions. Parents and carers of those children involved will be contacted to make them aware of 
this. Colleen has been working as a volunteer in the school for the last couple of years, so is already known 
by some of the children. We will also be increasing support staff  hours to provide similar interventions in 
Class 1 and 2.  
At the end of the spring term, the impact of the provision will be reviewed and further objectives set for the 
summer term. If you require any further information about what your child will be doing, please do not hesi-
tate to contact their class teacher. 



 

Dates for your diary 
 

17.12.20 - Last day of term 
5.1.20 - First day of the spring term for pupil (Monday 4th January is a staff training day) 

More super writing By Evie    
“If you can’t do it, just come back.”  These were the last words Collin O’Brady heard before setting off alone to trek 
Antarctica on skis.  Tired and exhausted, he knew that it was his biggest goal yet, he was determined to complete it.  

Collin has completed a triathlon, climbed the highest peaks on every continent and skied to the North and South Pole 
and rowed across Drakes Passage fir five other men.  He took of this to set himself the ultimate challenge after a dev-
astating accident.    

This devastating accident took place in 2008 in Thailand.  O’Brady was severely burned on his legs and told he could 
never walk again.  But with some encouragement from his mum and a lot of determination, he focused his mind on 
the challenge.   

What seems like an impossible challenge was to traverse Antarctica alone on skis.  Collin O’Brady crossed from the 
Ronne ice shelf to the Ross ice shelf racing Briton Louis Rudd tugging 300 lb sled.  They had to trek temperatures 
reaching -70 degree or -80 degree.  For 932 never-ending miles 54 freezing days until reaching their destination on the 
26th December.    

To complete your dream challenge all you need is determination and motivation, a piece of self-belief you can do any-
thing.  O’Brady believing these things are all you need to fulfil your goal.  Step by step.    

A fond farewell to Sarah Reid 
Finally, for 2020, we bid a fond farewell to teacher Sarah Reid today. After nine years of working part-time in different classes and 
covering absent colleagues during times of need, Sarah will be starting a full-time post in a new school next term. She will be 
missed by all of us but we have been able to send Sarah on her way with our very best wishes and some gifts to express our grati-
tude for all she has done. With staff and parent/carer donations we gifted Sarah some flowers,  gardening vouchers, a Boden 
voucher, some personalised stationery, chocolate and some celebratory fizz! We also presented her with a book full of lovely 
comments from staff, pupils and parents. Thank you for all your support towards this. 

Pupil wellbeing days 
Last week we collapsed the curriculum again to hold wellbeing 
days throughout the school. Mostly classes were engaged in 
Christmas crafts and Class 4 even took their idea into the out-
doors. The photo to the left shows a festive wreath made from 
scavenged natural materials. 

Class 1 enjoying Christmas dinner in their festive jumpers. 


