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Monday 11th January 2021 
Weekly Update 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I will be writing to you regularly this half term to share information and to keep in touch. 
 
Remote Learning 
Thank you to all those families who have managed to engage in remote learning over the last week. 
We are very aware of the difficulties you face, balancing working from home with supporting your 
children. In addition, where you have multiple children it becomes even more challenging, especially 
if you do not have enough digital devices for them all. 
 
Our priority last week was to get remote learning established as quickly as possible following the 
government’s announcement. This we achieved, but now we want to ensure the best possible 
balance between access to high quality learning materials and ease of delivery for parents and 
carers.  Following a reviewing of provision this week, we will share any changes with you. 
 
Please note that all teachers are currently delivering school-based provision every other week. This 
means they are less available to engage in remote learning queries during their week in school, but 
will reply to all communications after 3.10pm. 
 
If you are experiencing any particular difficulties, please contact your child’s class teacher in the first 
instance. 
 
Department for Education (DfE) updates 
We have received the following message from the DfE regarding digital devices: 
 
‘We understand that schools urgently need devices to support remote education. We will contact 
all primary schools in England by 15 January at the latest, starting with the most disadvantaged 
areas, to invite them to order devices’. 
 
We understand that we will be able to order laptops that children can use at home for remote 
learning. We are unsure about eligibility criteria but we will share this information once we have it. 
If it turns out your child is eligible, we will ask you to confirm you require a device otherwise it will 
be distributed to someone else in need. 
 
In response to concerns about the number of children of ‘critical’ workers attending schools 
nationally, the DfE has amended their guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-
provision 
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To protect school staff and reduce transmission rates between families they state that: 
 
‘Children with at least one parent or carer who is a critical worker can go to school or college if required, 
but parents and carers should keep their children at home if they can’. 
 
The amendment is underlined.  
 

 
Financial support 
Attached to this letter is a poster from Cornwall’s Money Matters. If you are experiencing financial 
hardship, they may be able to offer guidance. 
 
Pastoral support 
Thank you to all those families who have already engaged with emotional health & wellbeing support 
worker Abi Nicolle. Abi is phoning all families over the coming weeks, just to check everyone is okay and 
to see if there is anything more we can do to help. It need not be a long conversation, but is an opportunity 
for you to share concerns or seek support. To ensure we get through all our families as soon as possible I 
have been supporting Abi, so please do not be alarmed if you get a call from me instead. 
 
Contacts 
Class 1 remote learning: tomtaylor@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
Class 2 remote learning: ecanning@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
Class 3 remote learning: swatts@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
Class 4 remote learning: mpinfield@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
 
Free school meals: emoyle@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
Pastoral support: abinicolle@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
Applications for school-based provision and all other enquiries: head@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
 
I hope all our families are safe and well and are managing to keep their spirits up. The prolonged nature 
of various restrictions, necessarily imposed upon us since March 2020, has been emotionally draining and 
dispiriting to live with at times. I hope that with this lockdown and the roll out of vaccinations we will see 
some return to normality as we progress through 2021. 
 
With news about the extreme and unprecedented challenges now facing the NHS, please look after 
yourselves, your families and follow all lockdown guidance to ensure we do not add to their burden. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andrew Hunt 
Headteacher. 
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