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Monday 18th January 2021 
Weekly Update 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope you and your families remain safe and healthy despite the increasing number of Covid-19 
cases locally. 
 
This week, I have some important updates about both school-based and remote learning and to 
signpost you to services you may find useful. 
 
School-based provision 
From today, we have split our two bubbles in half. Children will be being taught in their normal 
classrooms by their usual staff teams. Reducing the numbers will further help lower the risk of 
transmission in school. 
 
Remote learning 
Teachers are receiving Google Classroom training this week and we aim to go live with this from 
Monday 25th January. This online platform will enable teachers to increase the level of input and 
engagement with pupils that are learning remotely. Our aim is to level up the provision between 
those children in school and those at home. Reducing the size of bubbles in school will enable 
support staff to assist pupils working here whilst the class teacher uses Google Classroom to better 
support remote learners. 
Later in the week, you will receive details on how children can login into this platform and 
instructions on how to use it. 
 
Digital devices 
In support of home learning, the Department for Education (DfE) is sending us eight laptops to 
distribute to families. Once these arrive, I will be contacting families that meet the criteria for this 
support. In addition, Cornwall Council has asked all schools to submit requests for additional devices 
that they will forward to the DfE. Where parents/carers have communicated this need, I have passed 
the information on to the council. I will share further information as I receive it. 
 
Free school meal provision 
Media coverage last week highlighted the poor nutritional value of the food parcels some providers 
are distributing to families in their care. As we run our own catering, rather than outsource, we have 
full control over this. We have decided to issue vouchers to eligible families, rather than distribute 
food parcels. This gives parents and carers greater choice and opportunity to choose the most 
nutritional food for their families. Eligible families should already have received these vouchers. 
 
If your circumstances have changed and you want to know if your child is now eligible for a free 
school meal, please view Cornwall Council’s criteria and then complete the online application: 
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/ 
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Mental health and wellbeing support 
The fatiguing and restrictive nature of living alongside Covid since March 2020 can be hard to cope with. 
We will all have experienced low mood and anxieties to some degree, but for some people there is 
recognition that it goes beyond this. Here are some wellbeing links that may be of use to you, your 
family or people you know: 
 

 Silvercloud - Available to anyone in Cornwall, through the Cornwall Foundation Trust.  This free, 
online, secure, confidential space to consider your mental wellbeing, has been designed by 
clinical experts, all with the aim of empowering people to think and feel better: 
https://www.cornwallft.nhs.uk/online-cbt-silvercloud 

 30 ways in 30 days - Aims to help people who haven’t exercised for some time and perhaps find 
the thought of doing any exercise a bit daunting. With tasks such as going for a walk or doing 
chair-based exercises this plan creates simple, easy ways for people to get moving again, taking 
small steps towards getting that little bit healthier: https://www.healthycornwall.org.uk/what-s-
on/news-and-events/30-ways-in-30-days/ 

 Five ways to wellbeing – Cornwall Council  support and advice covering the  five topic of connect, 
be active, keep learning, give and take notice: https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/health-and-social-
care/mental-health/coronavirus-and-mental-wellbeing/five-ways-to-wellbeing/ 

 
I hope this information has been of value to you. Please stay safe and look after yourselves. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew Hunt 
Headteacher 
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