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Covid winter grant 
The following information from Cornwall Council may be of help to some families experiencing financial 
hardship: 
 

Monday 1st February 2021 
 

Weekly Update 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Last week the Prime Minister announced he would like to see pupils returning to school from 8th 
March at the earliest. We all want to see children returning to school but I would urge caution on 
reading too much into the announcement at this stage. It is clear it will not be before 8th March and 
there are many factors informing the decision making process. In addition, we do not know whether 
it will be a phased or full return. The only certainty we have is that schools have been promised a 
two week notice period, so you will get some time to prepare your children. In the meantime, we 
will continue to provide both remote and school-based provision. 
 
I have a number of updates this week, with some important links for families who may be 
experiencing financial hardship or parenting challenges. 
 
Google Classroom 
We are delighted with the response following the launch of Google Classroom. It is clear children 
are enjoying connecting with classmates and we are really enjoying being able to see how successful 
they are being in their learning. Teachers are becoming increasingly confident and are already 
developing how they use it to maximise the benefits. Thank you for all your support at home with 
your children; we can see what a tremendous job you are doing as surrogate teachers! 
 
Department for Education laptops 
All the devices we received have been distributed to families. However, the launch of Google 
Classroom has further increased the need so we have requested a further six devices from the DfE; 
there is no guarantee these will be provided at this stage. 
 
February half term 
The government has decided schools will be closed to all pupils over half term. However, free school 
meal voucher provision will continue. 
 
Borrowbox 
Hopefully you have received the details of how to access free audio and e-books through Cornwall 
Library. Thirty minutes daily reading is part of the educational provision for children attending 
school, so now Borrowbox can be used to support remote learners in the same way. We know how 
many of our children are bookworms so expect this service will be well used. 
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Many families are facing financial hardship due to the impact of the pandemic and many are struggling to 
put food on the table, stay warm, and buy essentials. Cornwall Council has secured a government grant 
to provide additional financial and practical help to our families. 
The Covid Winter Grant can be used to provide financial help to any households who are facing financial 
hardship and who would benefit from this support.  
The fund is £1.8 million from central government and 80% of the cash will go towards families with 
children while the remaining money will go to other households struggling because of the pandemic.   
Over £650,000 of this funding has already been allocated towards funding Free School Meals provision 
during the Christmas holiday period and February Half Term.  
The conditions of the grant specify that financial help can be given in the following areas: 
1.           Food 
2.           Energy and water bills for household purposes (including drinking, washing, cooking, central 
heating, and sanitary purposes) and sewerage.  
3.           Other essentials (including sanitary products, warm clothing, soap, blankets, boiler service/repair, 
purchase of equipment including fridges, freezers, ovens, etc.) 
All grants must be allocated by the end of March. We want as many eligible families as possible to benefit. 
The information below is being shared with all families so that they don’t miss out.  
To apply for the Covid Winter Grant, please use the contact information below.  

 For items relating to home heating such as fuel bills or breakdown in heating equipment such as 
oil tanks or boiler repair please contact Community Energy Plus by emailing advice@cep.org.uk or 
phoning 0800 954 1956. 

 For help with food and other essential household items visit our website 
here: https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/advice-and-benefits/benefits/crisis-and-care-awards/ 

 
East Cornwall Family Worker Support 
Attached to this letter are three additional documents about Family Worker drop ins, support for 
Behaviours that Challenge and the East Cornwall Parenting offer. 
  
Parenting can be challenging at times and lockdown may have compounded the difficulties you face. 
Family Workers are there to support parents in a variety of different ways and we can support referrals. 
Please contact Abi Nicolle if this is something that would be helpful and she will support you through the 
process: abinicolle@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch. 
The criteria for support: 
  
•            Age range -9 months to 12 years 
•            Need to have a supported need that doesn’t meet Social Care or CAMHS 
•            Parenting issues which cannot be resolved by attending a parenting course and when the child’s 
behaviour is seriously impacting the family. 
•            Supporting parents to understand their child’s behaviour when it is having a significant impact on 
the family and Solihull strategies and advice, offered by health colleagues, have not had an impact, or are 
inappropriate due to level of need. 
•            Family workers can support children with low level anxiety, increasing emotional resilience, 
recognising and managing their emotions, bereavement and family breakdown. 
•            Lack of meal/ bed time/ daily routines which are impacting on the family i.e. reduced school 
attendance or persistent lateness 
•            Debt or housing advice which cannot be supported by a visit to CAB. 
•            Supporting families affected by complex issues, to avoid crisis where they do not meet the criteria 
for social care and consent to engage in support. 
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Finally, this week is Children’s Mental Health Week and Mentally Healthy Schools has created a toolkit for 
parents and schools to use: https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/express-yourself-
children-s-mental-health-week-toolkit/ 
 
I hope this information is useful to you and your family but please contact the school if you are 
experiencing difficulties and are unsure how to access support; if we cannot help, we should be able to 
signpost you to a service that can. 
 
Useful email contacts: 
 
For pastoral support, including child mental health: abinicolle@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
For school meal provision, including meal vouchers: emoyle@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
For all other enquiries: head@harrowbarrow.cornwall.sch.uk 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew Hunt 
Headteacher 
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