
 

 

HARROWBARROW SCHOOL 
Curriculum Intent Statement: History 

 
 

Intent 
 
At Harrowbarrow, history ignites children’s curiosity about the past in our local area, Britain and the 

wider world around us. Through finding out about how and why the world, our country, culture and 

local community have developed over time using chronological order, children understand how the 

past influences the present. History enables children to develop a context for their growing sense of 

identity, chronological skills and framework for their knowledge of significant events and people. 

What they learn through history can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and 

values. At Harrowbarrow school our intent, when teaching history, is to stimulate the children’s 

curiosity in order for them to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding. 

 

Implementation 
 
To ensure that the children at Harrowbarrow school receive the highest quality of teaching and 
learning in History, we implement a progressive curriculum throughout the school. History is taught 
as part of a termly topic and is delivered in a way that enables our children to make links between 
History, the wider curriculum and our local community.  
 
At Harrowbarrow Primary School, termly topics are chosen, with much consideration being given to 
the excitement, interest and curiosity these topics will generate from our children. We  
believe in the importance of igniting children’s interests and curiosity in creative and inspiring ways. 
History is taught to our children through a variety of indoor and outdoor learning experiences that are 
both stimulating and memorable for the children.  
 
History provides endless opportunities for our children to enhance their learning through 
investigation, analysing sources, drama, dance and the use of resources such as Playmobil and Lego 
to reenact history events. This enables our children to apply skills learnt and developed in the wider 
curriculum to their History learning.  
 
Furthermore, educational visits provide unforgettable learning experiences outside of the classroom. 
The children are taken to a variety of places that fuel their curiosity for History and we are very lucky 
to have many visual signs of History in our local village and community. Similarly, we enjoy inviting 
visitors to our school to provide interactive, hands on learning opportunities for our children in all year 
groups. 

 
Impact 

The impact of the above is to ensure that children at Harrowbarrow school are equipped with 
historical skills, chronological skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready for their next 
learning journey and for life as an adult in the wider world. 
We want the children to have thoroughly enjoyed and embraced learning about history, therefore 
encouraging them to undertake new life experiences now and in the future.  

Through the teaching of History at Harrowbarrow school: 

 Children will become increasingly critical and analytical within their thinking. Making informed and 
balanced judgements based on their knowledge of the past.  



 

 

 Children will become increasingly aware of how historical events have shaped the world that they 
currently live in.  

 They will also have a further understanding of History on a local level and on a small-scale.   
 Children will develop enquiry skills to pursue their own interests within a topic and further 

questioning.  
 Where applicable, children will have encountered or participated in high-quality visits/visitors to 

further appreciate the impact of History.  
 Children are to retain prior-learning and explicitly make connections between what they have 

previously learned and what they are currently learning. 
 
History End of Year Targets 

Progression from Year 1 to Year 6 

 

By the end of Year 1 children should be able to: 

Use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago. 

Recognise that some objects belonged to the past. 

Explain how they have changed since they were born. 

Explain how some people have helped us to have better lives. 

Ask and answer questions about old and new objects. 

Spot old and new things in a picture. 

Explain what an object from the past might have been used for. 

 

By the end of Year 2 children should be able to: 

Use words and phrases like: before, after, past, present, then and now. 

Recount the life of someone famous from Britain who lived in the past. Explain what they did earlier and 
what they did later. 

Give examples of things that were different when their grandparents were children. 

Find out things about the past by talking to an older person. 

Answer questions using books and the internet. 

Research the life of a famous person from the past using different sources of evidence. 

 

By the end of Year 3 children should be able to: 

Describe events from the past using dates when things happened. 

Use a timeline within a specific period of history to set out the order that things may have happened. 

Use their mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events happened. 

Explain some of the times when Britain has been invaded. 

Use research skills to find answers to specific historical questions. 

Research in order to find similarities and differences between two or more periods of history.  

 

By the end of Year 4 children should be able to: 

Plot events on a timeline using centuries. 

Use my mathematical skills to round up time differences into centuries and decades. 

Explain how the lives of wealthy people were different from the lives of poorer people. 

Explain how historic items and artefacts can be used to help build up a picture of life in the past. 

Explain how an event from the past has shaped our life today. 

Research two versions of an event and explain how they differ. 

Research what it was like for children in a given period of history and present my findings to an audience.  

 

By the end of Year 5 children should be able to: 

Draw a timeline with different historical periods showing key historical events or lives of significant people. 

Compare two or more historical periods; explaining things which changed and things which stayed the 
same. 

Explain how Parliament affects decision making in England. 

Explain how our locality has changed over time. 

Test out a hypothesis in order to answer questions.  

Describe how crime and punishment has changed over a period of time.  



 

 

 

By the end of Year 6 children should be able to: 

Place features of historical events and people from the past societies and periods in a 
chronological framework. 

Summarise the main events from a period of history, explaining the order of events and what 
happened. 

Summarise how Britain has had a major influence on the world. 

Summarise how Britain may have learnt from other countries and civilizations (historically and 
more recently).  

Identify and explain differences, similarities and changes between different periods of history. 

Identify and explain propaganda. 

Describe a key event from Britain’s past using a range of evidence from different sources.  

Describe the features of historical events and way of life from periods they have studied; 
presenting to an audience. 

 
 
 
 

 

 


