
HARROWBARROW SCHOOL 
 

English Curriculum Intent 
 
Writing intent 
We want writing to have a purpose and, at KS2, to be centred around high quality Talk for Writing texts 
that help children to develop their own literary talents.  We believe that every child is a writer and that 
speaking and listening lies at the heart of excellent writing.  
 
Implementation 
We use the Talk for Writing approach at KS2 to develop pupils’ writing skills and to help to develop a rich 
and varied vocabulary.  Working walls and writing journals help pupils to develop their skills and help 
them to establish their own unique voice when they write.  Shared novels, class novels and high quality 
Talk for Writing texts mean that pupils have exposure to high quality writing throughout the school from 
picture books to novels by well known writers.  In this way pupils can start to assimilate and magpie words 
and phrases used in great writing.   
 
At KS1 the Talk for Writing approach is used in topic time to ensure that pupils have opportunities for 
purposeful writing and that they can rehearse the skills that they have learnt in their Read Write Inc 
sessions.   
 
Where possible, writing is given a real purpose and real audience such as writing letters of persuasion to 
the local M.P or writing a job advert for the space agency.  Writing is valued and shared in the school 
through the use of writing walls as well as being published in the newsletter so that pupils are aware what 
quality writing looks like.   
 
Impact 
Impact on pupils’ attainment is tracked and measured through shared moderation of writing; monitoring 
class books and through drop in sessions.  Teachers are also encouraged to observe each other’s practice 
in order to reflect how writing is taught in the school.  
 
Reading intent 
At Harrowbarrow School, staff want to engender a love of reading from the very start of a pupils’ time at 
the school.  We want to ensure that pupils are given the very best grounding in phonics knowledge 
through a structured synthetic phonics approach in order to help them to become independent and 
lifelong readers.  We want them to experience, alongside this, a wide variety of engaging and enthralling 
texts that will inspire them to want to read for themselves.  
 
Implementation 
KS1 follows the Read Write Inc programme for developing secure phonic knowledge.  From the very start 
of Reception, pupils work in mixed age phonics groups dependent on their reading ability.  Half termly 
monitoring ensures that pupils move groups as they progress and pupils in the lowest 20% have access to 
one to one tutoring in order to close the gap. Termly phonics screening in Year 1 means that teachers can 
address the gaps in pupils’ phonics knowledge.  Speed sound sessions or speedy reading sessions in the 
afternoon mean that pupils are given a constant rich diet of sounds throughout the school day in addition 
to the one to one sessions with a teaching assistant.    
 
In addition to the RWI programme, pupils have access to a range of picture books they can read in school 
or take home.  They have a class reading book so that they can experience great writing and start to 
develop their love of reading with their class teacher.   



 
At KS2 pupils use the Accelerated Reader system to track and monitor progress.  They have access to a 
wide range of books that span all interests.  Half termly Star Reading quizzes ensure that progress in 
reading is constantly monitored to ensure that pupils do not fall behind.  Pupils who struggle with their 
phonics in Year 3, have an opportunity to return to the RWI sessions in the first half of the Autumn term.  
Pupils who struggle with their phonics in other years have access the RWI Fresh Start Programme.   
 
Impact 
Drop in sessions, staff CPD, mentoring by the local RWI lead mean that reading is constantly being referred 
to and re-evaluated.  The structured synthetic approach means that pupils start to develop the phonics 
skills necessary to become independent readers.  Support with the lowest attaining 20% means that pupils 
are not in dangers of falling behind their peers.   
 
Oracy intent 
Opportunities are given throughout the school for purposeful and constructive talk to develop pupils’ 
skills in speaking and listening.  We believe, most importantly, that all of these skills in reading, writing 
and oracy thread together to help to develop confident, creative and articulate pupils.   
 
Implementation 
Through the Talk for Writing approach, oracy is given centre stage in any writing activity.  Word of the day 
boards mean that vocabulary is taught explicitly and modelled so that pupils can start to develop a rich 
and varied vocabulary.   
 
Moreover, with the use of paired partners in maths or talking partners in topic work, teachers recognise 
the importance of good quality speaking and listening in the classroom.  Staff constantly model good 
speaking and listening so that pupils can start to assimilate these skills.  Moreover, skills such as taking 
turns or maintaining eye contact are taught explicitly so that pupils are clear what good speaking and 
listening looks like.   
 
Impact 
When pupils leave Harrowbarrow they are confident, self assured speakers who are able to express their 
ideas clearly and with conviction.   
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar intent 
We recognise the importance of basic skills to the development of pupils’ writing.  With this in mind, we 
ensure that pupils are given a good grounding in the basics of grammar and spelling in order to help them 
become independent writers.  
 
Implementation 
At KS1 spelling, grammar and punctuation are taught as part of the RWI sessions with pupils so that the 
content is matched to the pupils’ ability.   Fred Fingers means that pupils can start to use their phonics 
knowledge to partition and spell words using the patterns that they have been taught.  Pupils are 
encouraged to “tick or fix” so that they can become aware of how they are doing and to take ownership 
of their learning.  Regular rehearsal through the Talk for Writing approach, means that pupils can apply 
these skills to different types of writing.   
 
At KS2 pupils have discreet SPAG lessons alongside the SPAG work that is part of the Talk for Writing 
approach.  In this way, pupils can see grammatical features being used in context and not only in isolation.   
 



From year 2, the school follows the Babcock No Nonsense spelling using a biyearly programme in order 
to ensure that all spelling patterns are covered.  Working walls and spelling journals are used to ensure 
that pupils are able to use their spellings in all genres of writing.   
 
Impact 
By the time that pupils leave Harrowbarrow, they are able to use grammatical features to effect in their 
writing.   

 


